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well-considered survey of the nation's land laws or at least a reference 
to their beneficent results, finds only the superficial, rambling, and un- 
convincing work of the muck-raker, set forth in the language of a 
socialist. The history of Cornelius Vanderbilt is then approached with 
the text, " ninety millions in fifteen years " ; the achievement of this 
man is reckoned the amazing feature of his generation. But " far be- 
low him, in point of possessions, stretched the 50,000,000 individuals who 
made up the nation's population. Nearly 10,000,000 were wage laborers, 
and of the 10,000,000 fully 500,000 were child laborers. . . . How im- 
measurably puny they all seemed beside Vanderbilt." The growth of 
the Vanderbilt transportation system is gradually unfolded, every ex- 
citing crisis in the story portrayed, the shrewdness, the brutality, the 
rascality, and the criminal success of the strong man at the head — 
three pages of rant to one of history. The various railroad consolida- 
tions engineered by Vanderbilt are described with no appreciation of 
the economic advantages thereby secured and with no estimate of the 
contemporary consolidation movement in general. The army contract 
frauds are treated with some detail. 

The chapters on Jay Gould include the looting of the Erie, the 
famous gold conspiracy of 1869, and the Credit Mobilier frauds on the 
Union Pacific Railroad; meagre references are here made to the con- 
ditions in the labor world in the seventies and early eighties. 

To the serious student of American history the most valuable part 
of the two volumes is the notes, which contain references to many 
official documents. The text, although containing much information, is 
so interlarded with rant as to be disappointing. A volume, the tenor 
of which is to create social unrest by inculcating hatred of the rich, 
though readable on every page, cannot rank high as serious history. 

Emerson David Fite. 

A History of N orwegian Immigration to the United States, from 
the Earliest Beginning dozvn to the Year 1848. By George T. 
Flom, Ph.D., Professor of Scandinavian Languages and Litera- 
tures and Acting Professor of English Philology, State Uni- 
versity of Iowa. (Iowa City, Iowa: 1909. Pp. 407.) 
In the significant number of new books dealing in serious and 
scholarly fashion with different foreign elements in American life, 
this volume by Professor Flom will fill an honorable place. Its aim is 
to present the progress of immigration from Norway to this country 
during the first period of Norwegian settlement which ended about 
1848. Six of the forty-two chapters of the book are based upon the 
author's excellent articles on the Scandinavians published in the Iowa 
Journal of History and Politics in 1905, but it cannot be said that the 
book even with its evidence of prolonged, sympathetic, patient research 
is six times as valuable as the articles. The author's father and grand- 
father were among the immigrants to Wisconsin in 1844, and his filial 
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and pious zeal has enabled him to gather and present an unequalled 
mass of detailed information regarding the beginnings of the various 
early settlements in Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, and Iowa, and the 
movements of the pioneer settlers, their families, and their descendants. 

A captious critic might be inclined to doubt whether the author has 
a clear conception of the difference between genealogical notes and 
tables on the one hand, and well-ordered, convincing historical material 
on the other. The present bulky volume is so like a combination of 
passenger-list, obituary notice, and gazetteer that its real contributions 
to knowledge of the Northwest may possibly be obscured; many a page 
enumerates twenty-five names, and one passes forty; the seventeen 
pages of chapter xxxvu. contain nothing but the names and dates in 
one church register for the years from 1844 to 1850; while the only 
index in the volume is an alphabetical list, seventeen pages long, of the 
names of persons mentioned in the book. 

The soundest and most valuable chapters are those dealing with the 
causes of emigration from Norway (11., vi.-viii.), quoting from letters, 
interviews, and books by early immigrants; with economic conditions — 
not effects — of immigration, such as routes, means of transportation, 
and expenses (xxvi.) ; and with the survey of Norwegian settlement 
in this early period (xlii.). The author's method of treatment pre- 
cludes the possibility of literary charm, but it cannot excuse his many 
repetitions, frequent backward-and-forward allusions, and queer not 
to say ungrammatical use of English, such as " pensionist " for pen- 
sioner (p. 40), "of which more below" (p. 51), and "cash money" 
(p. 83). Now and then he makes partial escape from the slavery to 
names and tells a clear and direct story, as in his account of the es- 
tablishment of the Koshkonong settlements in Dane County, Wiscon- 
sin (chs. xviii.-xix.), and of the movement of Norwegians into Iowa 
(chs. xxi., xli.). The foot-notes are chiefly genealogical, and exact ref- 
erences sometimes irritating and inexcusably lacking. One might forego 
knowledge of the fact that Endre Vraa paid Gunnar Mandt's passage to 
America, if he could know where certain long quotations, like those on 
pages 200 and 202, could be found, or the authority for the statement 
that the average age in Norway is fifty years while in Italy it is 
thirty-five, with corresponding difference in expectancy (p. 21). 

In spite of these defects, this volume will have high value to stu- 
dents of immigration in the nineteenth century who wish to under- 
stand the motives, influences, and difficulties of Teutonic emigrants from 
Europe, acting under normal conditions, and it is to be hoped that 
Professor Flom will carry on his work to a point where he may be able 
to express a broad and seasoned judgment regarding the larger and more 
permanent effects of the Norwegian immigration of the last eighty 
years. 

Kendric C. Babcock. 



